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GENDER EQUALITY IN PROCUREMENT — WA PUBLIC SECTOR PILOT 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.17 am]: I rise to update the house on the 
Gender Equality in Procurement—WA Public Sector Pilot. In July this year, the Minister for Finance and I announced 
a 12-month procurement pilot to promote gender equality in the workplace. This pilot is a key initiative of 
Stronger together: WA’s plan for gender equality and we are one of the first jurisdictions in Australia to introduce 
a gender equality clause into public sector procurement processes. This clause requires suppliers seeking to apply 
for a government procurement contract to demonstrate that they meet gender equality reporting requirements. Public 
sector procurement is a critical tool for government to leverage its role as a major capital investor, asset manager 
and purchaser of goods and services to raise awareness and create behaviour change to progress gender equality. 
Fifteen state government agencies are participating in the pilot, including major purchasers such as Main Roads 
Western Australia and the Public Transport Authority. As part of the pilot, larger suppliers with 100 or more employees 
are asked to provide proof of compliance with reporting requirements under the Workplace Gender Equality Act 2012. 
Suppliers with fewer than 100 employees are asked to answer questions that focus on whether certain policies or 
initiatives are in place to support a gender equal workplace. Data provided by the Workplace Gender Equality 
Agency and the Australian Bureau of Statistics demonstrates that Western Australia continues to have one of the 
highest gender pay gaps in the country. The WA government is encouraging businesses and organisations of all sizes 
that participate in government procurement to play their part in creating gender equal workplaces in their everyday 
operations. More than $52 million worth of contracts have been awarded under the pilot, with an additional 60 tenders 
that include the pilot clause with an estimated value of more than $93 million in value currently in progress. 
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